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Waman ahsanu deenan mimman aslama wajhahu lillahi wahuwa muhsinun
wa-ttabaAAa millata ibraheema haneefan waittakhatha Allahu ibraheema
khaleela (Surah an Nisa 4:125)

Who can be better in religion than one who submits his whole self to Allah, does good,
and follows the way of Ibrahim the true in Faith? For Allah did take Abraham for a
friend.

We are in the first ten days of Dhul Hijja. These ten days are considered more
special than any other days in the calendar, based on a hadith of Rasulallah (saws)
who said: “There are no days in which good deeds are more beloved to Allah than
these ten days.”

The companions asked: 'Not even jihad in the path of Allah?'

He replied: 'Not even that, unless a man goes out with himself and his wealth and
returns with nothing."'

This means that even the ultimate sacrifice of life and wealth cannot surpass the
rewards of good deeds performed during these ten days. To put its significance into
perspective: while the last ten nights of Ramadan are the greatest nights of the year,
the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah are the greatest daytimes of the year. While our spiritual
journey during Ramadan focuses on restraining base desires to build
God-consciousness, the ten days of Dhul Hijjah take us a step deeper. During these
special days, we are called to sacrifice what we love for the sake of Allah, and to bear
life's trials with beautiful patience.

As the Islamic year draws to a close with Dhul Hijjah, it brings a profound sense
of completion to both our faith and our lives. It was during the first ten days of this
sacred month that Prophet Muhammad (saws) fulfilled the final pillar of Islam, the
pilgrimage, adding it to prayer, fasting, charity, and the testimony of faith. Above all,
these days are elevated because they mark the sealing of the divine message and the
perfection of our religion. As Allah-u Ta’ala reveals in Surah Al-Ma'idah: “Today | have
perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you, and chosen Islam for
you as your religion.” (5:3)

When Hasan al-Basri (ks) was asked about the best actions to take during these
ten days, he offered profound advice. He explained that because these days celebrate
the completion of the core pillars of Islam, our first priority should be safeguarding our
religious obligations, especially our prayers, to strengthen the very foundation of our
faith.



Secondly, he encouraged increasing good deeds and dhikr (remembrance) far
beyond our daily routines, noting that during this time, rewards are multiplied and good
deeds are more readily accepted.

No one truly knows which deed holds the greatest weight in the sight of Allah, so
we must seize every opportunity that comes our way. The road to eternal peace
sometimes passes through the heart of a stranger; one must enter that heart.
Sometimes it is hidden in the joy of an orphan; one must find that orphan. Sometimes
heaven is hidden in the prayer of an oppressed one, or a prayer we make for the
oppressed; one must hold on to that prayer. Sometimes it lies in the satisfaction of our
parents, spouse, children, relatives, and neighbors; we must work hard to achieve that.
Sometimes, heaven is entered by giving a drop of water to a plant, or by showing
kindness to an animal; we must never belittle any act of kindness. Sometimes, the key
to paradise is forgiving people's faults and overlooking their flaws; we must not neglect
forgiveness and tolerance. And occasionally, heaven is reached by a warm greeting
that touches the heart of our brothers or sisters; we must not underestimate the power
of exchanging greetings and spreading peace among one another.

Dhul Hijjah is the month of Hajj and a time to remember and honor the profound
sacrifices of both the prophet Ibrahim (as) and the Prophet Ismael (as). Beyond their
sacrifice, we must also embody the teachings of Hd. Ibrahim (as) and draw inspiration
from his immense closeness and intimacy with Allah. In Suran Nisa, Allah says: “Who
can be better in religion than one who submits his whole self to Allah, does good, and
follows the way of Ibrahim the true in Faith? For Allah did take Abraham for a friend”.
(4:125)

Rasulallah (saws) said that, “Il am the prayer of my father Ibrahim, the glad tidings
of my brother Isa, and the dream of my mother Amina.” He also said: “| resemble my
forefather Abraham more than anyone else.” Allah-u Ta’ala honors the prophet Ibrahim
(as) as Khalil, His intimate friend. Becoming a khalil, intimate friend, means the love of
Allah has so deeply entered a person's heart that it transforms their entire being. This
powerful connection completely reshaped Ibrahim’s (as) identity: when he spoke, it was
about Allah, and when he was silent, it was in deep remembrance and contemplation
of Him.

Intimacy, closeness, friendship require willingness to sacrifice what is dear to one
for the sake of the beloved. This is a very powerful prescription to create strong
friendship, a beautiful way of showing how much you love. Giving up one’s desires is
not easy, but if we can do this for anyone, we receive love and friendship
unconditionally in return. Allah-u Ta’ala says, “You can never attain righteousness if
you do not freely give what you love, what you cherish and whatever you give, Allah
has full knowledge thereof.”

Everyone wants to become a halil, “friend,” with Allah. How do we know God is



pleased with us? Is there a touchstone that will show us the level of our closeness,
intimacy and friendship with God? This was the question of Hd. Musa (as) who prayed
to Allah: “My Lord, show me a work such that if | performed it, You would be pleased
with me on account of it.” The Lord replied, “ You are not capable of that.” Moses threw
himself into prostration, seeking for an answer. It was revealed to him: “My satisfaction
is in your satisfaction.” Allah said for the friends of Allah, “I am pleased with them and
they with Me.”

Hd. Ibn Abbas (ra) said that the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah are referred to in
Surah Haijj as the appointed days, when we are ordained to mention Allah’s names.
The Prophet Muhammed (saws) recommended frequently glorifying Allah during this
sacred time by repeating: Subhanallah, Alhamdulillah, La ilaha illallah, and Allahu
Akbar.

These days are considered sacred for both those individuals performing their hajj
at the Ka’aba, and those who are staying behind. We must not neglect these days
simply because we are not performing Hajj. For those who are not able to perform Hajj
this year, reflect on the beautiful words of Imam al-Hanbali (ra) who said: “Whoever is
unable to stand at Arafah, let him stand within the boundaries Allah has set. Whoever
is unable to spend the night at Muzdalifah, let him spend his night in obedience to Allah
to draw near to Him. Whoever is unable to offer a sacrifice at Mina, let him sacrifice his
worldly desires so he may reach his ultimate goal. And whoever is unable to reach the
House because it is far, let him turn toward the Lord of the Kaaba, for He is closer to
him than his own jugular vein.”
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